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The concept of increased reliability (ziyadat al-thigah) is a subject that has
attracted considerable attention from scholars across various Islamic disciplines,
such as the sciences of Hadith, Qur'anic studies, and Usil al-Figh (principles of
Islamic jurisprudence), due to its significant impact on affirming or negating legal
rulings. Among those who gave it particular attention and applied it in practice
was Imam al-Nawawi, who employed it with methodological precision in his
works—especially in his commentary on Sahih Muslim. He utilized this principle
as a major juristic tool for resolving apparent contradictions between texts,
recognizing it as a foundational legal maxim.Despite its importance, this principle
has been the subject of scholarly debate, with varying perspectives and divergent
positions adopted by different schools of thought. Imam al-Nawawi, renowned for
his deep knowledge of the diverse opinions, arguments, and evidences of scholars
across various fields, demonstrated how foundational legal principles and
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methodological rules could be effectively applied in the study and analysis of
Prophetic traditions. His work reflects a mastery in addressing complex hadith-
related issues, including the reconciliation of seemingly contradictory narrations
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