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Foresight in the theories of international relations - a critical analytical
review of the theoretical foundations

Prof. Dr. Mohammed Karim Kazim / College of Political Science -

University of Nahrain

Researcher Khalid Adnan Sahib / Kufa Studies Center - University of Kufa

Abstract

There are many theories that have tried to explain the foundations and principles

of international relations, and the nature of the dynamics that control and influence

the paths and transformations of these relations. One that contains it, and reveals
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at the same time the constant and variable character in relations between states,
and therefore it has become obligatory for every theory that tries to be effective
and influential in the field of international relations to collect, in a dialectical
manner at the level of approach and vision have four basic units within them:
description, analysis, interpretation, and forecasting.

This research attempts, through a critical analytical perspective, to stop at dealing
with foresight or prediction, since it constitutes a basic unit within the system of
structure of theories of international relations, by studying its determinants,
effectiveness and impact, and the procedural nature of its use as a mechanism of
political analysis. This means that the research will be accused of monitoring How
to work theoretically with foresight or prediction as a research practice that
operates within the limits of assumptions and expectations, and in the short,
medium and long-term ranges of time, in addition to trying to discover any of the
theories of international relations, whether they are idealistic theories, or realistic
theories, or liberal, constructive, or normative theories. .. Etc., it has the ability or
the ability to foresee to be part of its structural characteristics and features, and
therefore Thus, it is a mainstay in its explanatory perspective of the foundations

and principles on which international relations are based.

2023 <liual (ol 2 PAGE 473

@ ® This work is licensed under a https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0 International
\ License.

J9V14.0 (£ glindl jashyS gy dasye d3gSUI daols - d39SUI Cilulyd 3Sp0 Ame



https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0

'KUFA STUDIES CENTER JOURNAL KSCJ |ISSN(P):1993-7016

ZIS ISSN (E) : 2708-728X
/\ b isase g el 0 8 °PE~8AC(ESS | www.journal.uokufa.edu.iq

ﬁ 4698l deol - d6gal Cluwlys jSpo dlao
In terms of treatment, the research moved on two levels, the first: shedding light

on the most important effective and influential theories of international relations,
which through their arguments have proven their presence in the international
arena, and the second level: stopping at foresight or forecasting as a research
practice within the circle of political theorizing, and defining its characteristics
and constituents , and the mechanisms and methods of its operation within the
circle of theories of international relations, and most importantly, an attempt to
reveal its procedural validity within the boundaries of those theories, and also stop
at the most important criticisms directed at those working in the department of
foresight or prediction, or what is known as the "field of future studies".

keywords: Foresight, prediction, theory, international relations, interpretive

perspective.
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