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"Favorite shapes of kindergarten children in their play

Ass. Prof. Shaymaa Harith Muhammad

University of Baghdad/ College of Education for Women/ Department of
Kindergarten

Abstract:

The current research aims to identify the preferred shapes of toys
among kindergarten children, considering the importance of shape as a
visual and aesthetic attraction element in toy design and its role in
cognitive development. The researcher adopted the descriptive

approach. The research sample consisted of (150) male and female
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children from public kindergartens in the Karkh Il Directorate of
Education in Baghdad for the academic year 2025/2026. A pictorial tool
containing (9) cards representing the most common toys was designed.
The results showed that "Balls" ranked first in general preference, and
the "Circular/Spherical" shape was the most preferred geometric shape
among children (20.66%), followed by the square shape. Results also
revealed statistically significant differences based on gender in "Balls"
and 'Lego' toys favoring males, while no significant differences were
found in other toys. The study recommended employing circular and
simple geometric shapes when designing toys and kindergarten
environments.
Keywords: Preferred Shapes, Children's Toys, Kindergarten Child,
Visual Preference.
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