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Abstract: Digital repositories constitute one of the fundamental pillars of academic
institutions, as they provide essential services to researchers by overcoming spatial
barriers and enhancing access to knowledge resources. The present study aimed to
examine the digital repository of the University of Diyala, the knowledge resources it
encompasses, and the nature of digital publishing within it. It further sought to
determine the repository’s role in narrowing the knowledge gap and fostering
knowledge sustainability. To achieve these objectives, the descriptive-analytical method
was employed, given its suitability to the nature of the study.

The findings revealed the existence of a clear knowledge gap in digital publishing
among all participants, as the mean scores of all items exceeded 2 with percentage
weights greater than 86%. This gap lies primarily between theoretical awareness and the
practical skills necessary to engage effectively with digital repositories and platforms.
At the same time, the results demonstrated a high level of awareness among participants
regarding the importance of the digital repository and its contribution to supporting
research and facilitating access to information sources, with percentage weights
surpassing 90%. Moreover, the University of Diyala’s digital repository was found to
play a significant role in achieving knowledge equity—exceeding 90% in percentage
weights—through the production, dissemination, and distribution of information, as
well as supporting diverse groups, including individuals with special needs.

Keywords: Electronic Publishing, Digital Repositories, Open Access to Information,
Awareness of Digital Publishing, Knowledge Equity.
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