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The Emergence and Development of Al-Rasheed Street:
A Study of the Civilizational, Economic, and Political
Dimensions (1910-1932)

Prof. Dr. Ibtisam Hammoud Mohamed
Tikrit University / College of Education for Humanities

Abstract:

Al-Rasheed Street is among the oldest and most prominent streets in
Baghdad. It was officially inaugurated on July 23, 1916, during the late Ottoman
era. At the beginning of its establishment, it bore the name of the Ottoman
governor of Baghdad and commander of the Ottoman army, Khalil Pasha. The
street connected the Bab al-Muadham area with Bab al-Sharqi in the center of
the Iraqi capital. Its importance stems from its representation of the historical
and civilizational legacy of Baghdad—historically known as the “City of
Peace”—and from its role as a cultural fagade of Iraq, embodying a rich heritage
that extended over many decades. Al-Rasheed Street occupied a central position
in the major events that contributed to shaping modern Iraqi history. No
demonstration was organized, no uprising erupted, and no newspaper was
issued in Baghdad without Al-Rasheed Street serving as its primary setting and
focal point. This prominence was not merely due to its geographical location in
the heart of the capital, but also to the nature of the institutions it encompassed,
including the Government Serai (al-Saray), military headquarters, mosques,
schools, caf€s, bookstores, markets, government departments, and intellectual
and political forums. These elements collectively rendered the street a lasting
component of Iraqi collective memory, reflecting its civilizational, economic,
and political dimensions during the formative period between 1910 and 1932.
Keywords: Civilizational; Street; Baghdadi Identity; Peace; Historical
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