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Imported Perfumes from India during the Abbasid Era: A Study of
Trade and Abbasid Taste between the 2nd and 4th Hijri Centurie s

Asst. Lect. Wafaa Kamil Dawod Suleiman

University of Mosul / collage of elucidation for human sciences

Abstract:

This study investigates the cultural and commercial significance of perfumes
imported from India during the Abbasid era, between the 2nd and 4th centuries
AH. It explores the types of Indian perfumes, the trade routes connecting India and
the Abbasid Caliphate, and the role of these perfumes in daily life and at the
Abbasid court.

The study uses a descriptive-analytical method based on primary Arabic sources
from the period, as well as comparative modern and Orientalist studies. The
findings reveal that Indian perfumes such as oud, sandalwood, and camphor were
prominent in Abbasid society, reflecting a high level of refinement and luxury.

This research concludes that the perfume trade symbolized cultural exchange
and the cosmopolitan nature of Abbasid urban life.

Keywords: Perfumes, India, Trade, Oud, Sandalwood, Camphor.
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