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Ways of transmission of ancient Iranian religions in the Arabian
Peninsula before Islam
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Tikrit University/ College of Arts

Abstract:

This study examines the importance of religion as one of the most significant
objective factors in shaping the cultural concept of the state, particularly in ancient
societies. It addresses the diversity of religious beliefs in the ancient Near East and
the persistence of early cults, including the veneration of natural forces and the
spread of agrarian religions, alongside polytheistic practices associated with the
worship of deities and ancestors—beliefs that remained prevalent until relatively
late periods. The study also discusses the movement and expansion of the Persians
beyond Persia, their adoption of Babylon as a capital, and their reliance on a
decentralized administrative system, a period referred to as the era of the satrapies.
Furthermore, it highlights the impact of contact between Arabs and Persians,
emphasizing the role of geographical, economic, and commercial factors in
facilitating the transmission of religious ideas and beliefs, particularly through
caravan routes and markets. The study demonstrates that this cultural interaction
contributed to shaping the Arab religious mindset prior to Islam, influenced by
Persian and Zoroastrian beliefs, especially in the eastern Arabian regions, leaving
a clear imprint on certain customs, traditions, and religious practices among the

Arabs.
Keywords: Religions, the Arabian Peninsula, Iran, before Islam, Magianism.
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