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Pope Honorius III and the call for the Fifth Crusade
(613-615 AH / 1216-1218 AD)

Dr. Thaer Hassan Abdullah
Samarra University/College of Education for Humanities

Abstract:

Pope Honorius III belonged to a distinguished aristocratic family and rose
through the ranks of the Church. After the death of Pope Noust III, he was elected
to the papacy. The selection of the Pope was made through an election, and the
Lateran Council approved the Fifth Crusade. Pope Honorius began preparing for
the Crusade by securing the necessary aid for this major crusade against Egypt.
He was determined to carry out the Crusade to conquer Egypt and then use it as
a springboard to recapture Jerusalem. Upon the arrival of the Crusader forces at
Acre, Honorius quickly appointed the papal legate for the Crusade and defined
the role of the clergy. He emphasized the Crusader leaders' obligation to fulfill
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their vows to Jesus Christ (peace be upon him) and issued excommunication
against anyone who failed to do so. He also set a date for the departure of some
Crusader leaders to Egypt.

Keywords: Honorius III, Fifth Crusade, Egypt, Cardinals, Lateran Council.
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