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Abstract: This study addresses the criminal protection provided for the
right to vote in Iraqi legislation, as one of the basic political rights that
represent the essence of the democratic system, through an analysis of
the constitutional and legislative texts that guarantee this right and

criminalize acts that affect the integrity of the entire electoral process.

The study focuses on identifying electoral crimes in Iraqgi legislation,
including crimes affecting the polling process itself—such as abstention
from voting and violation of the freedom to vote—or crimes affecting the
polling system, such as the use of force to coerce voters and electoral

bribery, while clarifying the prescribed penalties.

The study adopts a comparative approach by comparing Iraqi legislation
with Egyptian legislation, as the latter is characterized by a more
detailed organization of electoral crimes in the Law onthe Exercise of
Political Rights No. 45 of 2014, alongside the clarity of its legislative

drafting. The comparison aims to highlight similarities and differences in
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the scope of criminal protection, the philosophy of incrimination, and the

degree of deterrence achieved by penalties in both legal systems.

The study concludes that the criminal protection of the right to vote in
Iraqi legislation suffers from certain deficiencies, represented by the
fragmentation of legal texts and their lack of comprehensiveness
regarding some modern forms of interference with electoral will,
compared to Egyptian legislation, which is characterized by greater
integration and punitive rigor. The study suggests the necessity of
developing Iraqi legislation by unifying and organizing electoral crimes
within an integrated legal framework, and toughening penalties for acts
that affect the essence of the right to vote—particularly electoral bribery
and the exploitation of political money—to enhance the integrity of the

electoral process.

Keywords: Election crimes, their elements, violation of the ballot,

.abstention from voting, use of force, electoral bribery
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