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Abstract:

This study examines the support provided by Abbasid caliphs to professions
and crafts during the late Abbasid period, considering them a fundamental pillar of
the state’s economic and social structure. The research aims to highlight the
policies adopted by the caliphs to sustain craftsmen and artisans, and to analyze
their role in maintaining economic stability and revitalizing urban markets amid
the political and military challenges faced by the Abbasid Caliphate. The study
adopts a historical-analytical approach, drawing on classical historical sources that
document the organization of crafts, market regulations, and state involvement in
industrial activities.

The findings indicate that late Abbasid caliphs supported crafts by establishing
specialized markets, appointing mutases to supervise quality and prices, and
providing protection and incentives to artisans. Particular attention was given to
industries linked to the court and administrative institutions, such as textiles,
papermaking, and weapon manufacturing. This patronage contributed to enhancing
the social status of craftsmen and promoting economic solidarity within major
urban centers, including Baghdad and Samarra. The study concludes that state
support for professions and crafts played a crucial role in sustaining economic
activity and preserving the productive and commercial vitality of Abbasid cities,
despite the political decline that characterized the later stages of the Abbasid era.

Keywords: Abbasids, Abbasid era, late, professions, crafts.
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