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The cultural memory of the Andalusians displaced to North Africa

and the Levant after the fall of Granada897 AH/1492 AD
Dr. Muhanad Abd Raheem
Samarra University/ College of Education for Human Sciences

Abstract:

This study explores the cultural memory of the Andalusians who were forcibly
expelled from Granada after its fall in 1492 and resettled in the Maghreb and the
Mashriq. These exiles carried with them a rich legacy of customs, traditions,
sciences, literature, and arts, which became an essential part of their collective
identity and a means of preserving their existence within host societies. The
research examines how this cultural memory was transmitted across generations
and how it contributed to safeguarding Andalusian identity in the new
environments, whether in the Maghreb or the Islamic East. It also highlights the
role of exiles in enriching the cultural, scientific, and intellectual life of their new
homelands, and how this memory shaped a shared historical narrative that reflects
both the suffering of exile and the longing for return.

Keywords: Al-Andalus, Cultural Memory, Exiles, Morocco, Orient.
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