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The impact of the Scientific Revolution on economic activity in
Europe (1600-1700)

Dr. Majid Ajaimi Salim
University of Samarra / College of Education for Human Sciences

Abstract:

Europe experienced, in the closing centuries of the Middle Ages, a significant
transitional phase that paved the way for a fundamental change in how humans
understood the natural world. Scientific thinking gradually began to free itself from
traditional explanations rooted in religious authority and inherited texts, turning
instead toward direct investigation of natural phenomena based on careful
observation and practical experimentation.

This transformation led to a broad reexamination of many prevailing ideas about the
cosmos, nature, and the human body, opening the door to the construction of new
forms of scientific knowledge more closely connected to empirical reality. The
nature of scientific activity itself also changed; it was no longer limited to the
transmission of inherited knowledge, but became an investigative process aimed at
verification and interpretation.

These developments had a clear impact on economic life, as scientific discoveries
and emerging technologies contributed to improvements in agricultural and artisanal
production. They also fostered advances in navigation and cartography, which in
turn expanded commercial exchange and increased contact between distant regions

Keywords: Scientific Revolution, Europe, agriculture, industry, the
seventeenth century.
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