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Abstract:
This research aims to study the rhetorical argumentation in the debates of Imam
al-Rida (peace be upon him) as an advanced model of persuasive discourse in
Islamic tradition. This is achieved through an analysis of the persuasive effect of
figurative language in its main forms: simile, metaphor, and metonymy. The
research employs a rhetorical analytical approach, focusing on a meticulous
textual reading of the debate texts to reveal the nature of these techniques and
their functions in constructing arguments and guiding the audience.
The results demonstrate that figurative language played an active role in
strengthening arguments, clarifying ideas, and embodying meaning, thus giving
the Imam's discourse its powerful impact and profound significance. The analysis
also shows that the use of rhetoric was not merely linguistic embellishment, but
rather a clear persuasive tool in organizing the dialogue and establishing
evidence. Overall, the research underscores the importance of studying rhetorical
structures within debates as an integral part of the mechanisms of persuasive
argumentation in religious discourse.
Keywords: Rhetorical argumentation, Imam al-Rida's debates, simile, metaphor,
metonymy.
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