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The Importance of Arab Waterways and Their Impact on
International Relations: The Suez Canal and the Strait of Hormuz
as a Model

Dr. Saddam Faleh Hassan
University of Samarra / College of Education for Human Sciences

Abstract:

The Arab waterways are among the most important strategic passages in the
world due to their geographical location connecting three continents: Asia, Africa,
and Europe. This position makes them a vital hub for global trade and energy flows.
The Suez Canal and the Strait of Hormuz have emerged as two major examples of
this strategic significance, as a large portion of the world’s seaborne oil, gas, and
commercial goods passes through them.

The importance of the Suez Canal lies in being the shortest maritime route
between East and West, generating substantial financial revenues for Egypt and
providing great flexibility for global shipping. Meanwhile, the Strait of Hormuz is
considered the gateway to the Arabian Gulf and a key corridor for global energy
transport, with more than one-third of the world’s seaborne oil exports passing
through it. These waterways face three major categories of challenges: political,
security, and environmental. Regional and international tensions affect their
stability, while military and political threats—especially from Iran in the case of
Hormuz—exert pressure on the global energy market. Environmentally, heavy
maritime traffic and oil spills pose serious threats to the marine ecosystem.

Furthermore, international interventions, geopolitical conflicts, security threats,
terrorism, and piracy make these waterways highly sensitive points in international
relations. Therefore, maintaining their security and stability is considered a global
strategic necessity.

Keywords: Suez Canal, Strait of Hormuz, waterways, international law,
international relations.
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