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Zahid

this broad framework,

situates his argument within
attempting to
demonstrate that Islamic political thought
was not merely a tool to justify authority,
as suggested in classical literature, but
rather a field of intellectual contestation
over the meaning of righteous governance,
the limits of obedience, and the role of
the community. From this standpoint, the
author treats Tanbih al-Ummabh as a pivotal
text in the development of Islamic political
reasoning on the idea of the state as a
“moral-legal system” rather than a mere
apparatus of power.

The essence of the books main theme is
thus that the state is not a pre-existing or
fixed structure but a product of a dynamic
relationship between the community and
governing institutions, a relationship
grounded in principles of accountability,
advisory duties, and the recognition of the
community as the source of legitimacy.
Keywords; State, Community, Legitimacy,
Delegated authority, Popular accountability,
thought, Tanbih al-

ijtihad, Moral-legal

Islamic political
Ummah, Political

system
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Abstract

In his book, Abdul-Amir Zahid starts from
a fundamental question that has persisted
in Islamic political thought since the early
centuries: how is the state conceived in the
Islamic imagination, and what conditions
make authority legitimate while enabling
the community to monitor and hold it
accountable? This question is not merely
a historical topic; in the author’s view, it
represents a recurring theoretical knot
that resurfaces whenever the Islamic world
faces a political, ethical, or social crisis.
Therefore, the central theme of the book
lies in analyzing the complex relationship
between the state and the community in
Islamic thought, through a rereading of
the treatise Tanbih al-Ummah as an early
formulation of constitutional thinking that
links legitimacy to popular oversight rather

than individual sovereign power.
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