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Corporal Laputtum in Mary's Royal Records

Dr. Wissam Hamid Sabah

University of Mosul/College of Archeology

Abstract:

This research explores one of the most significant military ranks in the Old
Babylonian era (2004-1595 BCE), specifically the rank of "Laputtum" or "non-
commissioned officer" in the army of the Kingdom of Mari. The rank is mentioned
in cuneiform texts, particularly in the Mari royal archives, in Sumerian as "LU;
NU.BAN.DA" and in Akkadian as "Laputtum".

The Laputtum held a distinguished position in the Mari army and received military
orders from the "GAL-MAR-TU" (Commander of the Amorites), the supreme
commander, and the "GAL.KUD" (Unit Commander). Key responsibilities
included participating in military campaigns, maintaining internal security,
pursuing deserters, conducting intelligence and espionage operations, monitoring
incoming individuals, and retrieving stolen booty. They also collaborated with the
"Sukkallum" in organizing the reception and recruitment of soldiers in the Mari
army.

Key Words: Mary, Records, Corporal, Kingdom, Message.
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