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Abstract
This study examines and analyzes Western support—particularly from
France and West Germany—for the development of water infrastructure
and water projects in Syria between 1944 and 1971, within the broader

political and economic transformations following World War Il. The
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research focuses on the complex interaction between politics and
technology, demonstrating that Western involvement in Syrian water
projects was not merely neutral developmental assistance, but rather a
strategic instrument for geopolitical influence in the context of the Cold
War.

The study employs a historical-analytical methodology, drawing on a
wide range of primary and secondary sources, including archival
documents, official reports, and Arabic and foreign academic studies.
The findings reveal that France sought to maintain its influence in Syria
through mechanisms of neocolonialism based on technical expertise and
financial support, while West Germany later entered the competition by
relying on its advanced industrial and technological capabilities. The
research also shows that major water projects—most notably the
Euphrates Dam and irrigation schemes in the Jazira region—became
arenas of international rivalry, directly affecting Syria’s decision—-making
autonomy.

The study concludes that water development in Syria during this period
was shaped by an ongoing tension between modernization needs and
the preservation of national sovereignty. It further highlights that large—
scale water projects functioned as effective geopolitical tools,
underscoring the inseparable link between natural resources and

international politics in the Middle East.
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