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Abstract

The book "Political and Commercial Relations of the Roman Empire with East
Asia" by the French Orientalist Joseph Toussaint Reinaud, published in 1863, is
considered one of the most prominent classic reference works in the field of ancient
history and studies of cultural interactions between East and West. This work gains its
status because it represented a real methodological shift in its time, after Renaud went
beyond the limits of the traditional European historical school, which relied almost
entirely on Latin and Greek narratives. He adopted a broad comparative approach,
through which he included Arabic, Persian, Indian, and Chinese sources as parallel and
complementary evidence to the accounts of classical historians. Renaud realized that
the study of Rome's foreign policy and trade networks could not be complete without
listening to the voices of the civilizations that interacted with it along the sea and land
caravan routes. He therefore analyzed the texts of Arab geographers and historians such
as Al-Mas'udi and Al-Biruni, as well as Persian and Indian inscriptions and literature
related to the history of Bactria, Seraph, and the eastern trade routes. In addition, we
relied on early translations of Chinese texts that documented relations with Ta Qin (the
name the Chinese gave to the Roman or late Hellenistic Empire). The importance of this
research is evident in the fact that the book is a pioneering model for the use of
comparative history and the integration of multilingual sources, thus providing a
valuable methodological tool for students and researchers in the Department of History.
It traces the historical stages of the development of Roman trade and political relations
with India and China from the reign of Augustus to Justinian, as well as demonstrating

the importance of literary and oriental sources in studying the unknown period of the
Roman Empire.
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