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Abstract

This study aims to determine the effectiveness of the two strategies, Solution Maze and Expert Mind, in acquiring
psychological and educational concepts among students of basic education colleges and in developing their linear
thinking. Based on this objective, the researcher formulated the following two null hypotheses:

There is no statistically significant difference at the 0.05 level between the mean scores of students in the first
experimental group (who studied the Educational Psychology course using the Solution Maze strategy), the second
experimental group (who studied the same course using the Expert Mind strategy), and the control group (who
studied the same course using the conventional method) in the test of acquisition of psychological and educational
concepts.

There is no statistically significant difference at the 0.05 level between the mean scores of students in the first
experimental group (who studied the Educational Psychology course using the Solution Maze strategy), the second
experimental group (who studied the same course using the Expert Mind strategy), and the control group (who
studied the same course using the conventional method) in the Linear Thinking Scale.

The researcher employed a three-group experimental design (two experimental groups and one control group) with
a post-test for both the acquisition test and the Linear Thinking Scale. The sample comprised 109 students: 35 in the
first experimental group, 36 in the second experimental group, and 38 in the control group. The groups were
equalised on the study variables (chronological age, previous achievement, intelligence, and linear thinking.(

The researcher formulated 175 behavioural objectives according to Bloom’s six cognitive levels and prepared daily
teaching plans. Two instruments were used: an achievement test consisting of 40 items and a Linear Thinking Scale
consisting of 35 items. The researcher verified the validity and reliability of both instruments. Following
administration, the results indicated that students in both experimental groups outperformed those in the control
group on the acquisition test and on the Linear Thinking Scale. In light of these findings, the researcher presented
conclusions, recommendations, and suggestions as detailed in Chapter Four.
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