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ABSTRACT

A total of 350 fish of Carucian carp Carassius carassius (L. 1758) were
collected from Tigris River to study their natural foods and its seasonal
variation. Two stations were chosen on Tigris River for this purpoese. First at
Tajiyat Alshatt, north of Baghdad. Whereas, the second was near Alshohada
bridge, at the center of Baghdad. The research showed, that fishes were mainly
consuaied plant in origin materials ranging from 65.0% -67.5%, and few animals
in origin materials, proving that C. carassius is an omnivores fish. Detritus
ranked  first in  both  (1™&2")  stations  (30.0%,18.0%,33.8%);
(26.7%,14.5%,34.9%) respectively, followed by aquatic plants,
(15.5%,12.0%,13.2%); (16.8%,12.2%,14.9%) in the two stations respectively.
While Green and  blue green algae (13,2%;13,5%:14,3%);
(14,2%;18.6%;12,3%) ranked third, then zooplanktons (12.9%;14.3%;13.5%);
(13.2%;14,9%:14.0%) in both stations, according to volumetric & occurrence
methads of analysis and ranking index respectively. Sand occupied about 5.6%
of the stomach, but wasn't treated as a diet in this research. Detritus reached its
highest ratio of presence (41.0%) during summer, and the lowest proportion
(23.6%) came at spring from the second station, according to the ranking index
of importance. While, the highest presence of the algae in fish stomach was
24.6%% in winter, and the lowest value was 10.2% in autumn at the 1* station.
However, the highest proportion of aquatic plants presence in fish was 19.8%
during summer at the 2" station, and the lowest was 9.7% during summer at the
1% station.
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