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Some of the problems resulting from the subdivision of land plots
and residential units in the city of Ramadi

prof. dr Masha'al Faisal Ghadeeb . Bsaad Yassin Badawi Muttalib
Anbar University / College of Education for Human Sciences

Abstract

This research addresses a significant phenomenon that has become increasingly evident
in many urban centers: the fragmentation of land plots and residential units, whereby parts
of these properties are repurposed for smaller-scale uses that differ in both form and func-
tion. This process has led to a variety of consequences—often negative, though occasionally
positive. The study aims to identify the urban, regulatory, economic, and social impacts
associated with this phenomenon. It adopts a comprehensive field survey approach, includ-
ing the distribution of a structured questionnaire as shown in Appendix (1), targeting a 3%
sample of the total population. A total of 227 questionnaires were distributed out of 3,772
recorded cases in which fragmentation and subdivision had occurred. The study reached
a number of key findings. Most notably, it revealed that the subdivision of residential units
has had substantial and far-reaching urban effects. These include the introduction of new
construction materials, structural alterations, vertical extensions, and significant variation
in the city’'s skyline—observable not only across different neighborhoods but even within
the same street. In some cases, building heights varied dramatically, with some structures
standing at just 4 meters while adjacent buildings exceeded 25 meters.

Keywords: Urban morphology, land fragmentation, residential plots, Ramadi, urban ge-

ography.
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