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The Composite Symbol in the Poetry of Yusuf al-Khal:
The Figure of Jesus Christ as a Selected Model
Ass. Doctor. Farah Adwar Hana
University of Al-Hamdaniya / College of Education for Humanities
Abstract

This study seeks to examine the technique of the composite symbol in the
poetry of Yusuf al-Khal, considering it an artistic feature of poetic modernism
upon which al-Khal relied in producing his poetic corpus. The study selects the
figure of Jesus Christ as an applied sample, as the poet was keen to symbolize
this character in a distinctive and unconventional manner, different from
traditional symbolic formulations and their common types. This choice stems
from the particular religious and human significance of this figure and the
numerous and varied connotations it carries within its referential context.

The research is based on a structured plan that approaches the topic through
a theoretical framework consisting of two axes: the first addresses the concept of
the composite symbol, while the second focuses on the poetic specificity of Yusuf
al-Khal. The body of the study analyzes the symbolism of the referenced
character from two perspectives, articulated across two interconnected levels
according to the principle of contrast and duality. The first perspective is
entitled the character as a symbol, while the second describes the character as
the symbolized referent.
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Methodologically, the study adopts an analytical approach that traces the
components and elements of a single composite symbol across a range of diverse
poetic texts, and then attempts to reconstruct and assemble them into a unified
semantic system in order to arrive at the central symbolic signification of each
symbol.

Keywords: (Composite symbol — Symbolized referent — Symbolization —
Referential character — Signification)
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