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Abstract

The nature of games and social entertainment gatherings in Istanbul during the
period 1701-1730 represents a historical phase characterized by the emergence
of new patterns of social life in the Ottoman capital« particularly under what is
known as the "Tulip Period" (Lale Devri). This research examines how these
leisure activities contributed to the formation of public space and reflected the
socio-economic and cultural transformations witnessed by the city at the dawn
of the eighteenth century. These ranged from the emergence of athletic games—
such as equestrianism¢ wrestling« and boat racing—and pyrotechnic displays: to
musical assemblies¢< coffeehouses< promenades¢ and public gardens¢ all of
which played a pivotal role in the lives of Istanbul's inhabitants. These activities
bridged the gap between utility« recreation< and symbolic political dimensions;
while the state utilized festivals and public spectacles to project its authority and
prestigec the common people found in them a realm for respitec social
interaction< and the exchange of news and ideas. Such dynamics unveiled a
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vivid portrait of Ottoman society« its class structure< and daily life patterns.
Hence:« the significance of entertainment emerges as a fundamental element of
urban identity and a manifestation of the socio-cultural shifts that defined that
era.

Keywords: Games, Entertainment Centers, Istanbul
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