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Evidence of Brevity and Conciseness in Diwan Correspondence during the
Umayyad Era: The Case of Abd al-Malik ibn Marwan
L.Dr. Bilal Abdul-Razzag Hamid
University of Samarra / College of Education / Department of Arabic Language

Abstract:

Correspondence during the Umayyad era was characterized by brevity and
conciseness, reflecting the nature of their purposes. This is particularly evident
in the letters of Abd al-Malik ibn Marwan, which were either direct directives,
firm positions, or rapid communications. Such letters necessitated dense
expressions carrying multiple meanings, often omitting conventional
introductions and addressing the main purpose immediately, as the nature of the
message required directness. Moreover, there was a diversity in the significance
of topics, a powerful and concentrated language, and carefully selected
vocabulary.
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