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International and regional powers influencing the Sino-Indian
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Abstract

The escalating rivalry between China and India represents the most prominent geopolitical feature
redrawing the map of alliances and influence in South Asia. This struggle for hegemony is not simply a
bilateral confrontation between two rising nuclear powers; rather, it is a complex arena in which the in-
terests and strategies of major international and regional powers intertwine. Internationally, the United
States is the most influential player in this rivalry, as China's rapid rise represents a direct strategic chal-
lenge to its global influence. Therefore, it is adopting a clear policy aimed at counterbalancing this rise
by strengthening its partnership with India. This policy is embodied in the Indo-Pacific Strategy, which
seeks to build a network of alliances to counter Chinese influence. The Quad, which brings together the
United States, India, Japan, and Australia, is the primary vehicle for implementing this strategy, through
which security and economic policies are coordinated. Russia, in contrast, plays a more complex and
sensitive role, finding itself in a position that requires it to balance its strong historical ties with India,
its largest arms importer, and its growing strategic partnership with China, which shares its vision of a
multipolar world order opposed to Western hegemony. Regionally, Pakistan’s role as China's key strate-
gic ally in South Asia stands out, representing India's greatest security challenge. This enduring alliance
serves Beijing’s interests by providing it with strategic depth in the region.
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