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Abstract

This study examines the development of political and economic relations between the
United States of America and Chile from 1952 to 1954, focusing on copper as a central
issue in bilateral interactions. It explores the impact of Chile’s internal political and
economic crises—particularly during President Carlos Ibafiez’s rule—on the course of
negotiations, and highlights how Washington leveraged its economic tools, such as aid
and loans, to ensure continued copper supply and prevent Santiago’s alignment with
the Soviet bloc, reflecting the intersection of economic interests and geopolitical
considerations in the Cold War context.

Keywords: US-Chile relations, US foreign policy, Foreign investment, Economic aid
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