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Abstract:

Elegy, in its origin, is a poetic art that expresses grief, loss, and lamentation,
whether over a person or over values and principles. In the poetry of Ghadir (which
deals with the event of Ghadir Khumm and the declaration of Imam Ali ibn Abi
Talib’s [peace be upon him] leadership), elegy often appears as an expression of
regret over the loss of the covenant and the community’s failure to adhere to the
Prophet’s guidance, rather than as mourning for a specific individual.

Thus, among Muslim poets, both Arabs and Persians, references to Ghadir often
intersect with elegies for Imam Ali and the Ahl al-Bayt, and the injustices that befell
them.

Elegy in Ghadir poetry among Arabs, particularly Shi’a poets, was abundant and
moving, because the period from 1850 to 1950 coincided with the modern
renaissance in the Arab and Islamic world, during which there was a renewed interest
in Ghadir poetry. Elegy in this context acquired new dimensions, combining
religious, political, and social aspects. In this phase, Ghadir poetry among Arabs was
influenced by two currents: the traditional religious current, such as the poets of Najaf
and Karbala, who revived it in Husayni gatherings and religious occasions, where
Ghadir was mentioned with an elegiac tone highlighting the loss of the Prophet’s
(peace be upon him) will and the subsequent tragedy of Karbala. By the twentieth
century, Ghadir poetry had also become a means of affirming Shi’a identity in the
face of Ottoman and later British colonialism, and the tone of elegy acquired a
nationalist and political dimension, lamenting the loss of Ghadir and the resulting
fragmentation of the community.

As for Ghadir poetry among Persians during the 1850-1950 period, it was primarily
celebratory but often carried an elegiac tone regarding the betrayal of Imam Ali’s
(peace be upon him) covenant. Ghadir poems in this era were often recited alongside
Ashura poems, blending joy (in the appointment) with sorrow (in Karbala). With the
Constitutional Movement in Persia, Ghadir became invoked as a symbol of “usurped
rights,” and the elegy was also directed against internal despotism
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