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Abstract:

The art of painting, with its rich heritage of forms, has had a profound impact on
the history of civilization. It represents humanity's earliest attempts to express
life and its social, religious, and aesthetic values through imaginative, realistic,
and artistic means. We see this reflected in Jung's call for a journey into the
depths of human history, where he states that psychological depth is inherited
from historical depth. The earliest forms created by early humans are inherited
by modern humans. Modernity in European painting in general, and Iraqi
painting in particular, possesses no specific boundaries or defining
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characteristics except through its close connections with the history of ancient
civilizations. Amidst all this, the inherited and inspired Iraqi traditional forms in
contemporary lraqi painting, especially during the 1980s and 1990s, have
formed high aesthetic frameworks for creativity, shaping artistic forms. It
embodied Iraqi life and nature, its intellectual and human reality in all its social,
religious, artistic, and philosophical dimensions. This prompted Iraqgi artists of
the 1980s and 1990s to draw inspiration from these forms and employ them in a
contemporary cultural dialogue. The contemporary art movement in lrag was
distinguished by finding a subjective and objective equation for assimilating the
concepts of heritage, modernity, and contemporary life according to an artistic
vision characterized by its brilliant artistic presence and modern styles. These
styles draw their forms from the ancient Iraqi cultural heritage, alongside
Islamic heritage and Iraqi folk arts. If we look at Iraqi art in general, and the
artists of the 1980s and 1990s in particular, we sense the Iraqi artist's adherence
to their identity, especially during the two wars, and in various personal ways.
This led to a rich intellectual current that inspired Iraqgi artists of the 1980s and
1990s to draw upon the cultural heritage in a contemporary manner, aligning
with an intellectual trend that expresses a humanistic stance with a distinctly
Iragi character rooted in its origins. Despite this influence, we do not find the
aesthetic and artistic methods and mechanisms that We have seen how these
heritages influenced the aesthetic composition of Iragi paintings by the
generations of the 1980s and 1990s through the presence of the aesthetics of
traditional forms. Therefore, we must identify the forms that possessed aesthetic
and artistic significance, which is one of the research problems. In addition, we
will address the question: What challenges did Mosul painters face in integrating
contemporary art with the aesthetics of traditional forms?

Keywords: Traditional forms, paintings by artists
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