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Spatial Variation of Visual Pollution Patterns in Tikrit City
Researcher: Barig Mohammed Mahdi

Abstract:

This research aims to conduct a geographical analysis of the phenomenon of
visual pollution in the city of Tikrit. Visual pollution is a concept that has
emerged recently, alongside other perceptible forms of pollution such as noise
and light pollution. It refers to the distortion affecting the urban environment as
a result of deterioration and improper land use. The study seeks to propose
solutions to the problem of visual pollution and the negative impacts it reflects
on the urban landscape, particularly the loss of aesthetic and visual qualities and
their effects on the observer and the overall beauty of the city. The research
identifies the manifestations of visual pollution in the city of Tikrit and
determines their levels within residential neighborhoods. The study concludes
that the streetscape is a major component in shaping the mental image of
residents. Accordingly, the city lacks paved streets in most residential
neighborhoods, especially in Al-Qadisiyah, Al-Diyoum, and the Industrial
District. In addition, there is a lack of attention to sidewalks, along with
encroachments and their improper use. It is also observed that most of the main
commercial streets are visually polluted, as is the case in several residential
neighborhoods such as Al-Souq, Al-Zuhour, Al-Qadisiyah, and Al-Jam‘iya. The
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study further reveals that some of the most disturbing and widespread
manifestations of visual pollution in residential areas include the accumulation
of solid waste. The research recommends incorporating proper visual and
aesthetic planning principles into the master plan of Tikrit city, aiming to
enhance the visual quality of the study area and rehabilitate zones damaged by
ISIS terrorist groups. This would contribute to achieving an improved visual
Image of the city. Moreover, attention should be given to architectural styles that
are compatible with the city’s natural environment, and reliance should be
placed on planning projects that reinforce the city’s identity and uniqueness
while aligning with its social components, thereby achieving visual comfort and
aesthetic enjoyment at the level of architectural details.

Keywords: Visual Pollution, Sidewalks and Street Pavements.
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