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The concept of the "horizon of expectations” is one of the foundational aspects
of Reception (Reader-Response) Theory which emerged in the late twentieth century
and led to a unique conversion in the perception and comprehension of the literary
text. The focal point shifted from the author and the text to the reader who is regarded
as a partner in the production of meaning. According to this theory, a literary text is
not read as a closed structure, but is instead viewed as an open discourse that is
completed within the consciousness of the reader who interacts with it based on their
reading background and cultural formation.

Within this framework, the poetry of Abi Nuwas (b. 198 AH) constitutes a
productive field for analyzing the transformations that occurred within the Arabic
poetic flavor and trend. The horizon of expectation for the Abbasid reader was shaped

161



{ 2026 Bladi — J5¥) 5330 —J ¥ a3 _ (s ¥ g Gualal Alaall — Gl Alns }

by a poetic tradition that was higher than the values of chivalry, asceticism, wisdom,
and religion. However, Abti Nuwas, with his linguistic audacity and thematic
innovation, subverted this horizon, immersing the reader in an unprecedented
experiential reading.

Accordingly, this study attempts to examine the construction and deconstruction
of the horizon of expectations in the poetry of Abi Nuwas, and tracing the
mechanisms through which aesthetic response is generated. This will be
accomplished through textual analysis employing the tools of reception theory and
cultural interpretations.
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