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Al-Sari Al-Rafa’s poetry represents a journey in search of belonging and preserving
cultural identity. It is a journey with diverse and varied alternatives, as the poet's
life seeks something parallel to what he has lost. Instead of the craft of copying, he
adopted copying books. This was a successful transformation and a major leap in
his life, transporting him from one state to another and shaping his original identity.

This is the first indication of difference. Instead of Mosul, he headed for Aleppo,
and instead of Aleppo, he headed for Baghdad. Instead of a life of palaces and
associating with caliphs and ministers, this was a negative, reversible shift as his life
devolved into monasteries, stifling homes, and the narrowness of livelihood. The
truth is that the poet searched for his identity and personal belonging through these
alternatives, as he suffered injustice at every spatial stop he chose as an alternative.
Thus, Al-Sari Al-Rafa’s identity was a turbulent identity, anxious in its personal and
spatial belonging, with all the alternatives he navigated, whether objective or moral.
This is because identity is shaped and transformed by a living experience whose
owner possesses self-awareness and the potential to create an alternative.
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