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This study examines the vocative (address) style in modern Arabic poetry from
an integrative perspective that combines syntactic, phonetic, and semantic
analysis, taking the poetry of Nazik al-Malaika as an applied case study. The
research proceeds from the observation that traditional grammatical
scholarship has primarily focused on the structural composition of the vocative
and its inflectional rules, while largely neglecting the phonetic and emotive
dimensions that this stylistic device acquires in modern poetic discourse. The
central problem of the study lies in uncovering how the vocative shifts from a
grammatical function based on direct address to an expressive device carrying
psychological, existential, and symbolic meanings. The study adopts an
integrative methodology that brings together descriptive syntactic analysis,
phonetic analysis based on the examination of vowel lengthening, stress,
intonation, and repetition, and semantic analysis connected to the
psychological and emotional context of the poetic text. Five poems by Nazik
al-Malaika, Al-Kilira (“Cholera”), Al-Ghurba (“Alienation”), Al-Layl wa al-
Nisyan (“Night and Forgetfulness”), Sarkha f1 al-Samt (“A Cry in Silence”),
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and Al-Rahil (“Departure”), were selected as they represent different stages of
her poetic experience and clearly demonstrate the functional transformation of
the vocative in her poetry. The findings show that the vocative in Nazik al-
Malaika’s poetry is predominantly directed toward the absent and the abstract,
such as death, night, and time, and that this shift is accompanied by an
intensive use of phonetic features, particularly vowel lengthening, repetition,
and intonation, which enhances emotional charge and deepens existential
meaning. The study also demonstrates that the interaction between syntactic
structure, sound, and meaning forms an integrated artistic unit that contributes
to the expression of psychological anxiety, alienation, and waiting. It
concludes that the analysis of the vocative in modern poetry remains
incomplete without an integrative approach, and that Nazik al-Malaika’s
poetic practice represents an advanced model for transforming a grammatical

device into a central emotive and semantic event in modern poetic discourse.
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