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Investigative Journalism in the Digital Age: A Study of the Obstacles to
Producing Investigative Reports in Iraq
A.L. Muhammad Mu'in Hamid
University of Kufa — College of Medicine

Abstract

This research examines the state of investigative journalism in Irag amid the
digital transformation and seeks to analyze the obstacles hindering the
production of serious journalistic investigations within an unstable media
environment. Although the digital age offers advanced tools and technologies,
the study demonstrates that these tools alone are insufficient without an enabling
institutional and legal framework.The study adopted a descriptive, analytical,
and field-based methodology that included surveys and interviews with Iraqi
investigative journalists, as well as an analysis of the environment of media
institutions. The findings revealed that the most prominent challenges include:
insufficient training in digital tools, the absence of investigative units within
media organizations, lack of funding, and the absence of legislation
guaranteeing the right to access information, in addition to security threats and
political censorship.The research concludes that there is an urgent need for a

814



2026 bt 20A sl Z,gl.d\j 3.39\.“.;7_-?\) @L.e*)\ O}’uU 133\}13\ s\ 7 N
No.20A Feb. 2026 Iraqi Journal of Humanitanan, Social and Scientific Research &\
Print ISSN 2710-0952 Electronic ISSN 2790-1254

comprehensive national strategy to advance investigative journalism. This
strategy should include the development of the technological infrastructure of
media institutions, the enactment of laws guaranteeing freedom of information
and journalist protection, and the support of investigative projects through
independent funding and specialized training. The study also emphasizes the
vital role of investigative journalism in promoting transparency, combating
corruption, and enhancing social accountability in Iraq.

Keywords: Investigative journalism — Journalistic investigation — Iragq — Digital
age — Production challenges — Digital security — Media legislation — Digital tools
— Freedom of information — Journalistic threats.
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