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Stucco Decorations in Mosul Buildings During the Ottoman Era
Researcher: Faten Mohammed Shwaish
Department of Archaeology / College of Archaeology / University of Mosul

Abstract:
Plaster was adopted as a basic building and construction material in
Mesopotamia since ancient times, and it became a broad field for the execution
of decorations, inscriptions, and decorative ornaments in various religious,
educational, funerary, and residential buildings. Its implementation and presence
continued in most buildings of Arab and Islamic civilization from the Islamic
conquest until the end of the Ottoman era, where its presence was concentrated
in the city of Mosul as a unique and developed model throughout the Islamic
eras. The most prominent examples of it were represented by the plaster
inscriptions that are still standing in the mosques, congregational mosques,
schools, shrines, and mausoleums of Mosul, and its presence was concentrated
in most of the architectural elements represented by the facades of the buildings,
their porticoes, the interiors of their arches, their mihrabs, and the bases of their
domes, and it was concentrated in the mosques of Al-Basha, Sheikh Shams Al-
Din, Sheikh Al-Radwani School, Al-Nu’maniyah Mosque, Al-Rabia’iyah
Mosque, Al-Mahmoudin Mosque, Al-Jalilayn Mosque, Al-Agaba Mosque,
Sheikh Thsan Al-Bakri Mosque, and the shrine of Sheikh Ihsan Al-Bakri And the
scene of the mother of nine,
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