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English Summary

This study examines Arabic lexicography in its theoretical foundations and
historical development, using Ibn Manzur’s Lisan al-‘Arab as an applied case. It
argues that dictionaries function as a living linguistic memory that preserves a
community’s vocabulary and meanings. The need for lexicographical recording
emerged with Islamic expansion, language contact, and the spread of linguistic
“errors,” prompting scholars to safeguard Qur’anic and Prophetic texts and to
secure accurate understanding of poetry and inherited discourse. The paper
defines the term “dictionary” (mu‘jam) linguistically and technically as a work
that removes obscurity by explaining words, meanings, and usage. It traces
lexicography from early oral collection to written documentation and then to
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systematic compilation, highlighting semantic change as a major driver for

documentation. It classifies dictionaries into word-based, meaning-based
(thematic), and specialized terminological types, and outlines principal ordering
methods: phonetic, rhyme-based (final-letter), and strict alphabetical
arrangement. In the applied section, it presents Ibn Manziir’s scholarly profile,
motives, major sources, and his rhyme-based organization enriched with
extensive textual evidence. The study concludes that Lisan al-‘Arab represents a
pinnacle of classical Arabic lexicography and remains a core reference, while
modern efforts extend this legacy through digitally supported historical dictionary

projects
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