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The situation of the Jews in the Islamic East from the Islamic conquest until
the end of the Abbasid era (11 AH — 656 AH / 632 AD — 1258 AD): A historical
study in religious, social, economic and political dimensions
Lecturer: Issa Mohammed Ahmed
University of Samarra
Abstract:

Jews in the Islamic East, from the time of the Islamic conquests until the end of the
Abbasid era, lived as dhimmis, This status granted them broad freedom to practice
their religious rituals, preserve their communal and religious institutions, and
manage their internal affairs, including religious courts and education. These rights
existed despite certain legal distinctions that set them apart from Muslims (such as
exemption from military service and the obligation to pay jizya instead of zakat),
which were applied differently depending on time and place within Islamic legal
practice, Despite this secondary legal status, appointment to prominent public
positions was not always prohibited. Some Jews participated in fields such as
medicine, administration, trade, and teaching, and at times even held high-ranking
posts within the Abbasid administration, including roles as officials and court
secretaries. This depended largely on the varying policies of individual caliphs and
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the administrative needs of the state in Baghdad and other centers, Economically,
Jews played an active and influential role in the life of the Islamic East. They
excelled in local, regional, and international trade, money changing, specialized
crafts, and medicine. Their involvement in extensive commercial networks linking
East and West during the medieval period enabled them to accumulate wealth and
resources that supported their religious and educational institutions, Culturally and
intellectually, Jews were not isolated from prevailing intellectual currents. They
continued to learn and use the Arabic language and participated in scholarly
exchange with Muslim intellectuals, especially in urban centers such as Baghdad.
This contributed to vibrant scientific and cultural interaction, even though social
and legal distinctions between communities remained in place.

Key words: (Conditions - Jews - Islamic East - Islamic Conquest)
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