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The Pragmatic Approach in Interpreting Qur’anic Discourse: An Applied Study

of Selected Models from Shi‘i Classical Exegesis
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cmevv162@gmail.com
Abstract:

This study aims to examine the pragmatic approach to interpreting Qur’anic
discourse from a Shi‘i perspective by analyzing its implicit applications in
selected models of classical exegetical works, most notably Al-Mizan fi Tafsir al-
Qur’an by Sayyid Muhammad Husayn al-Tabataba’i and Majma‘ al-Bayan fi
Tafsir al-Qur’an by al-Fadl ibn al-Hasan al-Tabrasi. The study is based on the
hypothesis that, although the Shi‘i exegete did not employ the term “pragmatics”
in its modern linguistic sense, he nevertheless practiced a profound pragmatic
reading of the Qur’anic text by focusing on discourse context, the addressee’s
situational role, the function of utterances, and the relationship between lexical
meaning and the text’s guidance-oriented intent. The research adopts an analytical
method grounded in a pragmatic reading of selected exegetical passages, in order
to reveal how contextual factors, presupposition, discourse obligation, and speech
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acts operate in constructing Qur’anic meaning for the Shi‘i exegete. The study
demonstrates that the pragmatic approach constitutes a central dimension in Shi‘i
exegetical thought, wherein the Qur’an is viewed as a living, directed discourse
rather than a static text, and its understanding cannot be completed without
considering the network of relations surrounding the divine speech act. The study
concludes that Shi‘i classical exegesis, from within the Islamic epistemic
tradition, established an authentic pragmatic exegetical practice that can
contribute to the development of contemporary studies of Qur’anic discourse
analysis within a disciplined foundational framework.
Keywords: pragmatics; Qur’anic discourse; Shi‘i exegesis; Al-Mizan; Majma * al-
Bayan.
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