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Cultural Context in Linguistic Dictionaries of the Fourth Century AH
A. L. Muhammad Kadhim Ajil
University of Basra / College of Arts
Prof. Dr. Adnan Abdul Karim Juma

Abstract

The cultural context is considered one of the main approaches to
interpreting texts, as it relies on the wvalues, customs, and beliefs of
society. Therefore, cultural context represents an external reference
beyond the text to the cultural environment in order to clarify lexical
meaning, the speaker’s intention, and the communicative purpose.
Understanding cultural context requires the study of several Ilevels,
including the economic, religious, and social dimensions. Cultural
context contributes to revealing implicit meanings that may not appear
in the linguistic structure alone, such as symbolic references, proverbs,
idiomatic  expressions, and rhetorical images connected to social
experience. It also clarifies the relationship between language and
identity and social belonging, and highlights the impact of cultural
heritage in shaping perspectives on humanity, nature, authority, and
values. Studying cultural context enables the researcher to grasp
meaning more accurately, identify social discourse, and produce a more
precise and comprehensive analysis
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