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:Abstract

This study examines the city of Isfahan during the Abbasid period
through the accounts of Arab travelers and geographers, treating these
narratives as key historical sources for understanding the city’s urban,
social, and economic life. The research aims to highlight Isfahan’s
position within the Abbasid state and to analyze the major civilizational
and urban transformations resulting from the interaction of geographical,
political, economic, and cultural factors. Using a descriptive-analytical
approach, the study analyzes texts by travelers and geographers such as
Ibn Hawqal, al-Mugaddasi, Ibn Rustah, and al-Qazwini. The findings
show that Isfahan was not merely an administrative center subordinate to
the caliphate, but a flourishing Islamic city that contributed significantly
to urban, economic, and intellectual development, despite facing internal

.political and sectarian challenges
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Ibn Battuta, Abu Abdullah Muhammad bin Abdullah al-Lawati al-Tanji -
((d. 779 AH / 1377 AD

Tuhfat al-Nuzzar fi Gara'ib al-Amsar wa 'Aja'ib al-Asfar (The Gift of .)

the Observers on the Curiosities of the Cities and the Marvels of Travels).
Edited by: Abd al-Hadi al-Tazi. Rabat: Academy of the Kingdom of

.Morocco, 1997 AD

.(Ibn Rusta, Ahmad bin Umar (d. after 290 AH / 903 AD -

Al-A'laq al-Nafisa (The Precious Records). Beirut: Dar al-lIhya' al- .Y
-(Turath al-Arabi, (no date

Ibn al-Faqih al-Hamadhani, Abu Bakr Ahmad bin Muhammad (d. after -
(290 AH /903 AD

Mukhtasar Kitab al-Buldan (A Concise Book of the Countries). Edited .Y
.by: De Goeje. Leiden: Brill, 1885 AD

Ibn Hawqal al-Nasibi, Abu al-Qasim Muhammad bin Ali (d. after 367 -
(AH /978 AD

Surat al-Ard (The Face of the Earth). Beirut: Dar wa Maktabat al- .¢
.Hayat, 1992 AD

.(Al-Hamawi, Yaqut bin Abdullah al-Rumi (d. 626 AH / 1229 AD -
Mu'jam al-Buldan (The Dictionary of Countries). Beirut: Dar Sadir, .o
1977 AD

Al-Qazwini, Zakariya bin Muhammad bin Mahmud (d. 682 AH / 1283 -
.(AD

Athar al-Bilad wa Akhbar al-'Ibad (The Monuments of the Countries .1
-(and the History of the Servants). Beirut: Dar Sadir, (no date
-(Al-Qarmani, Ahmad bin Yusuf bin Ahmad (d. 1019 AH/ 1610 AD -

Akhbar al-Duwal wa Athar al-Awal (The History of the States and the .V
Remnants of the Ancients). Edited by: Ahmad Hattit and Fuad Sid.
.Beirut: 'Alam al-Kutub, 1992 AD

Al-Mugqaddasi, Shams al-Din Abu Abdullah Muhammad bin Ahmad -
.(bin Abi Bakr (d. around 390 AH /1000 AD
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Ahsan al-Tagasim fi Ma'rifat al-Aqgalim (The Best Divisions for .A
Knowledge of the Regions). Edited by: Muhammad Makhzum. Beirut:
.Dar al-Thya' al-Turath al-Arabi, 1987 AD

-(Nasir Khusraw, Abu Mu'in al-Din (d. 481 AH / 1088 AD -

Safarnama (The Travelogue). Translated by: Yahya al-Khashab. Cairo: .4
.The Egyptian General Book Organization, 1993 AD

Al-Ya'qubi, Ahmad bin Abi Ya'qub Ishaq bin Ja'far bin Wahb (d. after -
(292 AH /905 AD

Kitab al-Buldan (The Book of the Countries). Edited by: Muhammad .\«
.Amin Dannawi. Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-Ilmiyah, 2002 AD
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