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Abstract

The current study aims to investigate the effect of the Kagan—Cowan
strategy on the academic achievement of fourth-grade literary female
students and on the development of their historical thinking skills. To
achieve the objectives of the study, the researcher formulated two null
hypotheses. The study population consisted of fourth-grade literary
female students enrolled in governmental morning preparatory and
secondary schools within the six Directorates of Education in Baghdad

.(for the academic year (2025-2026

The researcher adopted a quasi-experimental design with partial control.
Al-Nasra Secondary School for Girls was randomly selected to
implement the experiment. The study sample comprised (63) female
students, distributed into two groups: an experimental group consisting of
(32) students taught according to the Kagan—Cowan strategy, and a
control group consisting of (31) students taught using traditional teaching
methods. The equivalence of the two groups was ensured with respect to
selected variables, the external validity of the experimental design was

.verified, and extraneous variables were controlled

Two research instruments were developed by the researcher. The first
instrument was an achievement test consisting of (50) items, including
multiple-choice questions and five analytical and higher-order thinking
questions. The second instrument was a Historical Thinking Skills Scale
consisting of (27) items distributed across five domains. The reliability
coefficient of the scale reached (82%), which is considered a high and

.acceptable level of reliability for educational research

The collected data were statistically analyzed using the independent
samples T-test through the Statistical Package for the Social Sciences

:(SPSS). The results of the study revealed the following

The Kagan—Cowan strategy had a statistically significant A

effect on students’ academic achievement, as the experimental group
outperformed the control group. The strategy also enhanced students’
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motivation and positive attitudes toward the history subject compared to
.traditional instructional methods

The instructional design based on the Kagan—Cowan Y

strategy contributed significantly to the development of historical
thinking skills among students by providing opportunities for idea
generation, discussion, interaction, and active participation in the learning

.process

The findings confirmed the importance of active learning Y

and the effective role of learners in improving educational outcomes,
developing students’ interests, and increasing their engagement in the

.learning process
Recommendations

Based on the findings of the study, the researcher recommends the
:following

Training history teachers on the use of cooperative learning A
strategies, particularly the Kagan—Cowan strategy, due to its effectiveness
.in developing students’ historical thinking skills

Utilizing the results of this study in lesson planning and in .Y
the preparation of model instructional plans based on the Kagan—Cowan
.Strategy

Suggestions for Further Research
:The researcher suggests the following directions for future studies

Conducting similar studies employing cooperative learning 2

strategies, especially the Kagan—Cowan strategy, at different educational
.stages

Conducting further research that examines the effectiveness Y

of the Kagan—Cowan strategy and other cooperative learning strategies on
academic achievement and applying them to other cognitive variables

.such as critical thinking and creative thinking
Conducting studies on male students to examine the effect of Y

.the gender variable on the development of historical thinking skills
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