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Unknown Narrators in the Sunan of Imam al-Daraqutni (A Critical Study)
Muhammad Abd al-Mun'im Jihad Bahjat
Institute of Fine Arts for Boys / Nineveh

Abstract

Praise be to God, and peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, and
upon his family and companions.

It is well-known that Imam al-Daraqutni is a leading figure in the field of
Hadith, the science of biographical evaluation (al-jarh wa al-ta'dil), and the
study of Hadith defects and the knowledge of narrators, a field in which he is
unparalleled. He has authored valuable books in this area. In my reading of his
book, Sunan al-Daraqutni, | found that he used the term "unknown" to refer to
some narrators after citing a Hadith, intending to indicate the Hadith's weakness
or unreliability. This prompted me to conduct a critical study of these narrators
by examining the statements of the leading scholars of biographical evaluation
regarding them, assessing the extent to which Imam al-Daraqutni's statements
align with theirs, and arriving at a final conclusion about the narrator's
reliability. Success comes only from God. My work in this study involved
compiling the narrators whom Imam al-Daraqutni described as "unknown" from
his Sunan. This numbered thirty-two biographies across twenty-eight hadiths, all
of which | examined. The results were positive, most notably: 1- This modest
research demonstrated the stature and eminence of Imam al-Daraqutni and his
profound expertise in hadith defects and biographical evaluation. Imam al-
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Daraqutni was correct in using the term "unknown™ for twenty-seven of the
thirty-two biographies, based on the opinions of scholars of hadith criticism.
Scholars of hadith criticism relied on Imam al-Daraqutni's assessment of the
narrators in twelve of these biographies, indicating his high standing in this
field. He is considered a fundamental reference in hadith defects and
biographical evaluation. 2- Through study and reference to the statements of the
imams of biographical evaluation (al-jarh wa al-ta'dil), it became clear to us that
Imam al-Daraqutni used the term "unknown" (majhul) for five narrators.
However, it became evident that they were known and not unknown to scholars
of biographical evaluation, and that these scholars had clarified their status, their
teachers, and their students. Therefore, they are not considered among the
unknown, because an unknown narrator is one who narrates from only one
narrator, and only one narrator narrates from him, and his status is unknown, or
he narrates only one or two hadiths. And Allah knows best. Whatever is correct
Is from Allah and His guidance, and whatever is otherwise is from me and from
Satan, and Allah and His Messenger are free from it.
Keywords: Imam al-Daraqutni, unknown, narrators, scholars, biographical
evaluation, Imam al-Dhahabi
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