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Foreign criminal judgments and their effect on judicial jurisdiction:
comparative study

Lecturer Dr. Riyadh Hamid Jayysh
College of Arts — Al-Qadisiyah University
Email: riyadh.hamed@qu.edu.iq

Abstract

This study examines material errors in foreign criminal judgments, as one of the
most sensitive legal issues arising in the context of recognition and enforcement
of such judgments across borders. Material errors refer to formal or clerical
mistakes that do not affect the substance of the judgment or the basis of
criminal liability, such as errors in names, dates, or calculations. However,
these errors may raise legal questions regarding the enforceability and
international validity of foreign criminal judgments.The research aims to define
the concept of material error and distinguish it from substantive errors, as well
as to analyze its impact on the recognition and enforcement of foreign criminal
judgments under national legislations and international agreements. It also
explores the extent of the national court’s authority to correct or disregard such
errors, while respecting judicial sovereignty and the guarantees of criminal
justice. The study adopts an analytical and comparative approach, examining
legal texts and judicial decisions, and concludes with proposals that seek to
balance international judicial cooperation with the protection of individual
rights.
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