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Scientific Thought in the Works of Abd al-Hamid ibn Badis
Dr. Muhannad Ali Na’ma
University of Babylon - College of Islamic Sciences
Research Summary: Ibn Badis explains that true knowledge lies in liberating
oneself from blind imitation and preparing oneself anew to understand the Holy
Quran and social reality. For him, knowledge is not about the quantity of
information, but rather a path of sound thinking based on observation and
critique, linking causes to effects to arrive at logical solutions for the
circumstances his country was experiencing. This was especially important
given that the occupation had attempted to eradicate intellectual life in Algeria
in all its forms—education, thought, culture, and journalism. Therefore, lbn
Badis considered knowledge the tool for renaissance and its first condition. At
the same time, he refused to abandon the Arab-Islamic heritage and dissolve into
the melting pot of imported Western thought. In doing so, he established a state
of intellectual moderation that transcends the dichotomy of blind imitation of the
old and modernity. He believed in the balance between faith and the authority of
reason, setting limits for both stagnation and change. His explicit call for the
people of Algeria to learn a language other than their own, such as French,
stemmed from his belief in the importance of learning foreign languages for the
sake of necessity and the greater good. It was an invitation to open themselves to
other languages and cultures and to benefit from them. Ibn Badis also
emphasized that humanity without knowledge would revert to an animalistic
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state, as humans possess the capacity for broad intellectual inquiry. Knowledge
Is life itself, while action is secondary. A Muslim who desires worldly happiness
must pursue knowledge and learning, and if they desire both this world and the
hereafter, they must pursue knowledge. Through knowledge, we can rectify the
nation's beliefs, eliminate innovations, purify it from all forms of apathy, and
cultivate minds by returning them to the Quran and the noble Sunnah. The
profound scientific inclination of lbn Badis led the Algerian people to celebrate
"Knowledge Day" annually on April 16th, the anniversary of his death,
recognizing it as a prominent aspect of his thought.

Keywords: Knowledge, Thought, Reform, Contemporary
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