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Abstract:

Research Summary: This research examines Slavoj ZiZek's philosophical and
political stance on anarchy, highlighting its role in understanding contemporary
political, economic, and cultural crises. He argues that anarchy manifests itself in
liberal systems during wars, economic crises, social disintegration, and moral
collapses. Zizek criticizes superficial perceptions that view anarchy merely as the
collapse of a system, a creative social disorder, or the absence of law. He likens it to
a stage curtain; when it moves, we see the actors and understand the story—that is,
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we understand the structure of the system itself and its internal contradictions. In

Zizek's view, anarchy is not contradictory to order but rather a product emerging
from the womb of the capitalist system and ideology, which seeks to conceal its
contradictions under the banner of stability and harmony. Consequently, we
conclude that ZiZek sees social anarchy as a result of imposing a coercive system on
members of society. He views anarchy as an internal structural dimension of the
capitalist system, not an accidental or exceptional occurrence. Zizek connects the
concept of anarchy to his critique of ideology, arguing that ideology does not deny
anarchy but rather absorbs and reproduces it within the very mechanisms of the
system itself. By presenting chaos as a natural state, democracy becomes a
procedural framework for managing chaos rather than addressing it. Zizek asserts
that the fear of chaos is politically exploited to justify authoritarianism and violence
in the name of maintaining order. From an environmental perspective, the climate
crisis represents a new form of global chaos resulting from the logic of capitalist
consumption. Therefore, Zizek calls for considering chaos as a critical moment for
reimagining politics, economics, and social relations. Ultimately, Zizek does not
adopt a justificatory stance toward chaos, but rather views it as a critical analytical
tool that allows for the deconstruction of the ideological structures of the existing
order and opens new horizons that transcend liberal capitalism and its illusions fake
violence.

Keywords: Slavoj ZiZek, ideology, chaos, capitalism, democracy.
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