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US Strategy towards the Res Sea during the Cold War
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Abstract

Before 1869 , the Red Sea was merely an inland sea or an inlet of the Indian
Ocean within the Arab world, separating its Asian and African parts. Prior to
this date, the sea had not received much attention from the empires or influential
powers of the world at the time. However, the completion and opening of the
Suez Canal in 1869 constituted a major event that significantly changed the
course of the globe and created an exciting geographical and geopolitical
situation, particularly in terms of international transportation and navigation.
The Red Sea transformed from an inland sea into an international sea, important
for global trade between the different continents of the world. It is also the
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shortest route between East and West. American interest in the region began to
increase after World War Il, especially with the escalating rivalry with the
Soviet Union. In the 1950s and 1960s , the United States strengthened its
presence through alliances with countries such as Saudi Arabia and Ethiopia
(during the reign of Emperor Haile Selassie) to ensure their loyalty to the West.
It followed several methods to enhance its influence by providing military and
economic aid. It also succeeded in establishing military bases, in addition to its
role in covert operations directed against the Soviet Union, especially in Somalia
and Ethiopia. It exploited regional differences and internal conflicts to achieve
its strategic interests against the Soviet Union. The study was divided into two
axes. The first axis dealt with the American strategy from its perspective. The
first axis included the concept of strategy and the beginning of the American
presence in the Red Sea, as well as the patterns it observed in building its
strategy during the Cold War. The second axis monitored the policy of the
United States of America in implementing its strategy through American
objectives and bases in the Red Sea and the Arabian Gulf. The study also
emphasized the policy followed by the United States of America towards the
countries overlooking the Red Sea with the aim of achieving its interests and
preserving oil in the Arabian Gulf in general.

Keywords : Red Sea , United States of America , Ethiopia.
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