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The impact of linguistic differences on Qur'anic expression: A selection
from Al-Razi's (d. 606 AH) interpretation of Mafatih al-Ghayb
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University of Dhi Qar - College of Arts
Researcher: Asmaa Mohammed Abbas
University of Dhi Qar - College of Arts
The study of distinctions is a precise area of inquiryin both linguistic and legal
studies. It involves differentiating between similar meanings and revealing the
boundaries between words that appear, on the surface, to be synonymous or
alike. The impact of this distinction is not limited to the theoretical aspects of
linguistics; it extends to understanding the Quranic text, deriving legal rulings,
and appreciating its rhetorical eloquence. This is why scholars of Arabic,
exegesis, and jurisprudence have devoted special attention to the science of
distinctions in their works. This introduction aims to establish the concept of
distinctions and their categories before moving on to their application in al-
Razi's exegesis. The precision with which his exegesis distinguishes between
words cannot be fully grasped without a clear understanding of the nature,
boundaries, and scope of this science. Therefore, this first section is entitled
"The Concept of Distinctions and Their Categories," and it is divided into five
integrated points. The first point addresses the definition of distinctions,
clarifying the meaning of linguistic and rhetorical distinctions, and
differentiating them from absolute synonymy and semantic contradiction. The
second section addresses the origins of the science of nuances (or distinctions)
and its development in the writings of early scholars, highlighting the key
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features that accompanied the formation of this field of knowledge. The third
section focuses on the importance of understanding nuances and their impact on
clarifying the meaning of God and His Messenger, as well as resolving
ambiguities in many passages that might be unclear to the reader if they fail to
notice the subtle differences between word
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