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Counter-Narratives in the Holy Qur*an, Part One (Women, Wine)
Dr. Sajid Kamel Yassin
Prof. Dr. Mohsen Turki Attia Al-Zubaidi
Abstract

This study establishes a hypothesis that the pre-Islamic era, with all its tribal,
religious, and general cultural extensions, was able to establish rules for major
narratives, derived from the general climate of tribal life and its intellectual,
political, and moral dimensions. These narratives presented a complete vision of
the world lived at that time, and these narratives, in all their aspects and
dimensions, provoked the Holy Quran, which intersected with them and attacked
them fiercely and vehemently, and presented arguments and proofs of their
invalidity and the fragility of their systems, and began to establish alternative
narratives, supported by narratives that were sometimes implicit and sometimes
explicit in previous religions. And it was revealed in previous religions on another
occasion, in addition to its creation of new narratives that countered the pre-lIslamic
tribal climate in which it was revealed, and to present its own vision of the world in
light of the revelation of the Holy Quran and the beginning of its new era. This
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approach succeeded in undermining the idea of pre-Islamic centrism. And related
Issues concerning religion, customs and traditions, to create a new term in contrast
to major and minor narratives, consistent with the specificity of the Qur’anic
narrative, which is the ideal narrative. The research attempts to answer a specific
question: What were the major pre-Islamic narratives that shaped tribal life at that
time, and what were the counter-narratives presented by the Holy Qur'an? And
how were the narratives of the Bible able to form alternative major narratives that
offer a new vision of the lived world? This study does not aim to establish statistics
and present results; rather, it provides examples and illustrations to enhance
understanding and reinforce the argument.

Keywords: Grand Narratives — Minor Narratives — Ideal Narratives
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