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The Linguistic Derivation of the Term “Angels” in Al-Nabulsi’s Gloss
on Al-Baydawi’s Tafsir: A Study and Verification

Muadh Najm Abd Shihab , Prof. Dr. Taj Al-Din Amjad Abdul Munem , Prof. Dr. Mohammed Ahmad Shihab.
University of Samarra / College of Islamic Sciences

Abstract:

This study investigates the intellectual and scholarly contributions of Imam ‘Abd al-Ghant al-Nabulust,
the eminent Damascene scholar whose nisba is traced to the city of Nablus. Born and raised in Damascus
within a family distinguished for its erudition and Sufi orientation, al-Nabulusi commenced authorship and
teaching at an early stage of his life, delivering lessons on al-Baydawi’s Tafsir at the Umayyad Mosque.
Scholarly travel constituted a defining dimension of his intellectual trajectory, as he journeyed to the Hijaz,
Egypt, Lebanon, and Jerusalem, during which he produced several seminal works, most notably a/-Haqiga
wa-I-Majaz fi Rihlat Bilad al-Sham wa-Misr wa-I-Hijaz. He studied under the foremost scholars of his era,
while his own circle of disciples grew to encompass an innumerable body of students. The research under-
scores al-Nabulusi’s elevated scholarly stature. He was characterized as a polymath, a jurist of profound anai
lytical depth, and a master of deductive reasoning. His theological orientation was Ash ‘arf, his jurisprudential
affiliation Hanafi, and in the field of grammar he inclined towards the Basrian school. In Qur’anic exegesis,
his methodology was marked by lexical elaboration, substantiation through the authorities of linguistics and
tafsir, and rigorous exposition of variant readings alongside theological perspectives. He enjoyed longevity,
preserving both vigor and acuity until his death, after which he was interred in Damascus. In his exegetical
marginalia entitled al-Tahrir al-Hawi ‘ala Tafsir al-Baydawi, he offered extensive commentary on significant
portions of Stirat al-Baqara, although his demise precluded the work’s completion. Within this commentary,
he engaged in a detailed examination of the term “angels” (al-mala’ika), juxtaposing the perspectives of
linguists and exegetes to elucidate its semantic dimensions and render it more accessible to the reader. This
lexical and exegetical inquiry constitutes the focal point of the present study.

Keywords: ‘Abd al-Ghani al-Nabulust; al-Baydawt; angels; 7afsir al-Tahr.
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