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Deconstructing Poetic Time in the Arabic Postmodern Poem(Adonis)

Assistant Lecturer Nahed Rahim Yaseen Fazzaa
Dhi Qar Directorate of Education

Abstract

The study examines the deconstruction of poetic time in postmodern Arabic
poetry, taking Adonis as a model. It aims to explore how time is re-produced
within Adonis’s poetic text and how conventional chronological sequence is
disrupted through multiple artistic strategies. The research draws on Adonis’s
collections such as “Songs of Mihyar the Damascene” and other poetic works, in
addition to established critical studies dealing with intertextuality, linguistic
deviation, and temporal discontinuity. The findings show that time in Adonis’s
poetry is multilayered and fragmented, where mythical past moments intertwine
with the present, while the future functions as a symbolic reference within the
poetic experience. Mythical intertextuality and mythification are shown to insert
cultural and historical past into the poetic moment, generating a dense,
multi-signifying temporal network. At the same time, linguistic deviation and
the breaking of chronological sequence transform language into an instrument
for producing time, rather than a mere external frame for events. The analyses
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further reveal that whiteness, silence, and temporal gaps endow the text with
emotional density, turning each poetic image into an autonomous, contemplative
moment that intensifies the reader’s temporal and cognitive engagement with the
text. The study concludes that Adonis’s poetry does not merely re-present time;
it re-creates the very experience of poetry as a space for existential reflection,
where time becomes an affective, cognitive, and ontological category. The
poetic moment thus appears as a present saturated with memory, myth, silence,
and language. In light of these results, the study recommends approaching poetic
time as a central category in the analysis of modern and contemporary Arabic
poetry, conducting comparative inquiries among postmodern poets to uncover
different mechanisms of temporal deconstruction, and integrating linguistic,
semantic, and psychological approaches to better understand the impact of this
phenomenon on the reader’s experience.

Keywords: Deconstruction of poetic time, postmodern poem, contemporary
Arabic poetry, Adonis, temporal structure.
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