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Rules of Speech in the Context of Legitimate Defense
Dr. Nadia Sabah Hussein Shallal
Specialization: Comparative Jurisprudence
Abstract

Legitimate defense is a religious right to protect oneself, one's honor, and one's
property from any unlawful aggression. It becomes obligatory when recourse to
the authorities is impossible, provided there is an actual attack, the defense is
necessary, or it is proportionate to the scale of the attack. This differs from the
state of necessity, which is a justification for permissibility, and its
permissibility is negated if the proportionality is exceeded. Responding verbally
to aggression is one of the first stages of legitimate defense. Scholars from the
five schools of Islamic jurisprudence have meticulously detailed its legitimacy,
stages, conditions, and rulings, illustrating various examples and scholarly
opinions on them. This aligns with the principle of averting harm and
prioritizing the public good, which benefits our noble Islamic society. This
presents a model of justice, compassion, and the prevention of harm in disputes
that ultimately do not benefit the Muslim community. Our research came to
show us the legitimacy of responding with words (only) in the context of
legitimate defense, and to detail this in the shortest possible way, far from
expanding by mentioning the many branches and cases that came and their
evidence; because that requires many volumes, and this is not the place for it,
but rather other research and studies, God willing, and God Almighty is the one
who grants success.
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